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Proclamation 8383 of May 20, 2009
Emergency Medical Services Week, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Emergency medical services providers rush into scenes of uncertainty and
fear, and they help establish order and calm—and save lives in the process.
They include educators, 911 dispatchers, first responders, emergency med-
ical technicians, paramedics, nurses, physicians, and many others. These
highly skilled teams respond to emergencies 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

When Americans find themselves in unexpected life-threatening situations,
emergency medical services (EMS) providers provide rapid help. Quality
emergency medical care dramatically improves the survival and recovery
prospects for those who experience sudden injury or illness. These EMS
teams play a vital role in our Nation’s overall health and safety, as well
as our preparedness for pandemic disease and disasters both natural and
man-made.

Emergency medical services providers hail from a variety of backgrounds
and circumstances. They work in rural volunteer fire departments, urban
hospitals, along our coastal waterways, and among fire-prone western for-
ests. Many spend their off-duty time obtaining extra training and enhancing
their lifesaving skills. All share a common aspiration to help those in need,
and during Emergency Medical Services Week, we express our appreciation
for their critical work.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 17 through May 23,
2009, as Emergency Medical Services Week. I encourage all Americans to
observe this occasion by sharing their support with local EMS workers and
taking steps to improve their personal safety and preparedness.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8384 of May 20, 2009

National Maritime Day, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Americans have long looked to the sea as a source of security and pros-
perity. Bounded by two oceans and the Gulf of Mexico, and criss-crossed
by a myriad of inland waterways, America’s destiny as a maritime nation
was a story foretold.
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Proc. 8385 Title 3—The President

The Merchant Marine took up arms alongside the Continental Navy to help
defeat the British Navy during the American Revolution. Since then, they
have served bravely as the United States has faced threats ranging from war
to piracy, and our seafaring fleet has proven instrumental in protecting our
safety. In times of conflict and crisis, the Armed Forces rely on the Mer-
chant Marine’s sealift capability to transport critical equipment and sup-
plies. Time and again, mariners have demonstrated their willingness and
ability to meet daunting challenges.

Waterways have also enabled much of the commerce that has expanded
America’s economy. Domestic and international commerce occurred along
rivers and coasts even before our Nation’s birth. Great cities have sprouted
near waterways, and maritime activity remains crucial to our economy
today.

The men and women of the U.S. Merchant Marine and the many other
workers who have supported the maritime industry have made significant
contributions to our leadership in the global marketplace, and to our secu-
rity.

On this National Maritime Day, we also mark the opening of a permanent
exhibition at the Smithsonian Institution, “On the Water.” It demonstrates
the importance of the maritime industry and chronicles our history as a
maritime nation.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has designated
May 22 of each year as “National Maritime Day” and has authorized and
requested the President to issue annually a proclamation calling for its ap-
propriate observance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim May 22, 2009, as National Maritime Day. I
call upon the people of the United States to mark this observance by hon-
oring the service of merchant mariners and by displaying the flag of the
United States at their homes and in their communities. I also request that
all ships sailing under the American flag dress ship on that day.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8385 of May 22, 2009
Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For over two centuries, Americans have defended our Nation’s security and
protected our founding principles of democracy and equal justice under
law. On Memorial Day, we honor those who have paid the ultimate price
in defense of these freedoms.
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